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Director's NoteDirector's Note
"Zombie Prom," a quirky Off-Broadway musical from the 90s, is a"Zombie Prom," a quirky Off-Broadway musical from the 90s, is a
goofy and heartwarming send-up of "Grease" and the entiregoofy and heartwarming send-up of "Grease" and the entire
culture of 1950s nostalgia that spawned it. The setup is familiar:culture of 1950s nostalgia that spawned it. The setup is familiar:
a "good" girl falls in love with a "bad" boy, and social pressuresa "good" girl falls in love with a "bad" boy, and social pressures
conspire to keep them apart. The music has the same ear-wormconspire to keep them apart. The music has the same ear-worm
quality, and the dialogue has a similar sound to what you mayquality, and the dialogue has a similar sound to what you may
know from "Grease," the clear inspiration. However, this storyknow from "Grease," the clear inspiration. However, this story
immediately shows a biting tongue-in-cheek intelligence byimmediately shows a biting tongue-in-cheek intelligence by
having our lovers meet during an air raid drill - the blithehaving our lovers meet during an air raid drill - the blithe
acceptance of the ridiculous era's frightening undertones isacceptance of the ridiculous era's frightening undertones is
made to look absurd. When Jonny Warner (our bad-boy heromade to look absurd. When Jonny Warner (our bad-boy hero
who has jettisoned his name's "customary h") is zombified by thewho has jettisoned his name's "customary h") is zombified by the
ubiquitous radiation of the Atomic Age, that tone is set. Theubiquitous radiation of the Atomic Age, that tone is set. The
result is a story enjoyable on all levels - as a romantic comedyresult is a story enjoyable on all levels - as a romantic comedy
about a smart, science-minded girl and her boyfriend whoabout a smart, science-minded girl and her boyfriend who
happens to be dead, or as a scathing critique of the dominanthappens to be dead, or as a scathing critique of the dominant
1950s society. Whether you're on board for the social criticism1950s society. Whether you're on board for the social criticism
or not, the moral of this story is beautiful - love should neveror not, the moral of this story is beautiful - love should never
bow to stigma, and you should never give up on your dreams.bow to stigma, and you should never give up on your dreams.

This has been such a fun show to work on- lighthearted andThis has been such a fun show to work on- lighthearted and
silly, but with a great message too. Zombie Prom is the 42ndsilly, but with a great message too. Zombie Prom is the 42nd
production to perform in this space since 2010 and will be theproduction to perform in this space since 2010 and will be the
last. We hope you enjoy this send up of the nuclear era and thelast. We hope you enjoy this send up of the nuclear era and the
sendoff to the Little Theater, which will be torn down in asendoff to the Little Theater, which will be torn down in a
matter of days to make way for the school expansion and will bematter of days to make way for the school expansion and will be
rebuilt in a new space! Onward and upward!rebuilt in a new space! Onward and upward!
Thanks for the memories.Thanks for the memories.

-Rachel Helwig-Rachel Helwig
Special ThanksSpecial Thanks

⁃ On Pitch Performing Arts⁃ On Pitch Performing Arts
    ⁃ Brock Jackman⁃ Brock Jackman  

  ⁃ Rod Southam and Staff⁃ Rod Southam and Staff





2
0
2
4

Main Stage
Season

Creators Stage Season


