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Director's NoteDirector's Note
The brilliant pairing of Richard Rodgers and Oscar HammersteinThe brilliant pairing of Richard Rodgers and Oscar Hammerstein
II (of Oklahoma!, Carousel, The Sound of Music, The King and I…II (of Oklahoma!, Carousel, The Sound of Music, The King and I…
acclaim) originally created their version of Cinderella as a liveacclaim) originally created their version of Cinderella as a live
TV musical special starring Julie Andrews in 1957. Various stageTV musical special starring Julie Andrews in 1957. Various stage
versions, and a second film version in 1967 starring Leslie Annversions, and a second film version in 1967 starring Leslie Ann
Warren continued to shape the work, adding characters andWarren continued to shape the work, adding characters and
numbers along the way. However, the 1997 film starring Brandynumbers along the way. However, the 1997 film starring Brandy
in the role of Cinderella and Whitney Houston as the fairyin the role of Cinderella and Whitney Houston as the fairy
godmother and its diverse and talented company broke the moldgodmother and its diverse and talented company broke the mold
of this classic fairytale. The Enchanted Edition you are viewingof this classic fairytale. The Enchanted Edition you are viewing
on our stage steers most closely to this version.on our stage steers most closely to this version.  

While the story of Cinderella has always felt like anWhile the story of Cinderella has always felt like an
impossibility (love-lorn princes, mouse companions, fairyimpossibility (love-lorn princes, mouse companions, fairy
godmothers, glass slippers?)-- it is Cinderella’s kindness, respect,godmothers, glass slippers?)-- it is Cinderella’s kindness, respect,
and determination that bring her the answers to herand determination that bring her the answers to her
challenges.challenges.  

In our world today, increasingly divided and filled with angerIn our world today, increasingly divided and filled with anger
and hostility, wouldn’t a little added kindness and respect be aand hostility, wouldn’t a little added kindness and respect be a
welcome respite?welcome respite?    

Let us treat one another with more love and patience. Let usLet us treat one another with more love and patience. Let us
strive to build others up instead of tearing each other down. Letstrive to build others up instead of tearing each other down. Let
us choose to see the good in those around us, and leave theus choose to see the good in those around us, and leave the
world better than we found it.world better than we found it.  

  After all, “impossible things are happening every day.”After all, “impossible things are happening every day.”

-Rachel Helwig-Rachel Helwig
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